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"PRIORITIZE BILLS ON RIGHTS", CHR URGES LEDAC
e —————————————————— e

As the leaders of the legislative and executive branches get set to meet on
Thursday to prioritizing draft laws, the Commission on Human Rights calls on the
President, the Senate President and the Speaker of the House of Representatives to
give as much importance to human rights bills as those on the economy.

The Legislative Executive Development Advisory Council (LEDAC) is scheduled
to meet on Thursday, 11 June, to discuss bills on the economy.

The CHR points out that the economic health of the country should be addressed
not only at the macro-level but also at the micro- level, including the impact of the
global economic slowdown on hunger, housing, household incomes, and access to
basic services.

"Without attention to human rights, including economic, social and cultural rights"
says CHR Chairperson Leila de Lima, "any economic growth will be meaningless
to most Filipinos."

The CHR reminds both houses of Congress that the legislature has a constitutional
mandate to give "highest priority" to bills that promote social justice and human
rights. (Article XIII, Section 1, 1987 Constitution).

The independent national human rights institution also reminds all branches of
government that in this globalization age, the Philippine economy, trade relations
and technical assistance are increasingly related to human rights in the minds of
investors, foreign governments and international partners. Thus, says the CHR "It
1s in the interest of the Philippine economy to promote and protect human rights
through laws as well as through policies and programs. Also, as articulated upon
by the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Business and
Human Rights, Prof. John H. Ruggie, in his recent report to the UN Human Rights







