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The Commission on Human Rights (CHR) has taken note of reported
attempts made by the military to gather information from members of
organizations perceived as sympathetic to the Communist Party of the
Philippines/New People’s Army, and has noticed a trend by prosecutors of

filing non-bailable charges and by judges of issuing arrest warrants against
some of those very same persons.

There have been reports of persons being detained and interrogated
without being allowed to exercise their basic rights such as.to contact counsel
or family and be informed of the charges against them at the time of their
detention. There are also reports about persons being arrested without the
benefit of prior preliminary investigation, or due notice thereof.

The Commission is alarmed by and condemns the method of conduct of
this new offensive using the judicial system, as dangerous to some of the
most fundamental freedoms such as “[t]he right of the people to be secure
in their persons;”’ right of any person not to be subject to arbitrary
arrest,” “except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedure as
are established by law; ™ right to be informed of the accusation against him;*
to be informed of his right to remain silent and to have competent and
independent counsel preferably of his own choice;’ and “the right to form
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associations for purposes not contrary to law”.

All these rights are guaranteed under the 1987 Constitution, the

Id

UDHR, Art. 9.

ICCPR, Art. 9(1).

CONST., Art. ITL, Sec. 14(2).
Id., Art. 111, Sec. 12(1).

Id., Art. 111, Sec. 8.
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